
Yucca Mountain  

A Brief History  

 

1982 - Nuclear Waste Policy Act (NWPA) established policy and process for national 
repository



 

Yucca Mountain  

Summary of Legal and Other Challenges  

1. Multiple legal actions filed against DOE and NRC  

 Motion to intervene in NRC licensing proceedings  

Obtain status to participate in NRC hearing re DOE's request to withdraw 
license with prejudice  

  Aiken County  

  State of South Carolina  

  State of Washington  

  National Association of Regulatory Utility Commissioners  

  Prairie Island Indian Community  

 Lawsuits to require compliance with Nuclear Waste Policy Act and other laws  

   Ferguson, et al  

   Aiken County  

   State of South Carolina  

Issues include:  

Non-compliance with requirement of NWPA  

DOE "shall" submit license application  

NRC "shall" review and make determination  

DOE to develop and operate a repository - YM specified in 
law  

  NEPA - abandoning YM is a 'major federal action' requiring EIS  

  APA - requirement for review  

  Constitutional separation of powers  

2. Request to have Congress deny DOE reprogramming action    

 


